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Type all entries-complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Clover Mount (p re fe r r ed )  

and,orcommon Tate House; Stone House Farm 

2. Location 

street & number S t a t e  Route 674 n !  not for publication 

,.ity, town Greenv i l l e  X vicinity of congressional district Six th  (M. Caldwell But le  

state Virg in i a  code 5 1  county Augusta code 015 

3. CQassification 
p~p ~p 

Category Ownership 
- district - public 

building(s) _X private 
- structure - both 
- site Publ ic Acquisi t ion 
- object - in process 

n l a  
being considered 

Status 
2 occupied 
- unoccupied 
w o r k  in progress 
Accessible 

yes: restricted 
- yes: unrestricted 
- no 

Present Use 
- agriculture - museum 
- commercial - park 
- educational 2 private residence 
- entertainment - religious 
- government - scientific 
- industrial - transportation 
- military - other: 

name Robert and Peggy Lynch 

street & number 'Oute Box 447 

city, town 
Greenv i l l e  dav i c in i t y  of state V i r g i n i a  24440 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Augusta Courthouse 

street & number N /A 

city, town Staunton State Virq in i a  

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
V i r g i n i a  H i s t o r i c  Landmarks 

title Commission Survey X has this property been determined elegible? - yes - no 

date December 1979 - federal 2 state - countv - local 

deDositorvfor survev records ~ i r g i n i a  ~ i s t o r i c  Landmarks Commission, 221 Governor S t r e e t  

city, town Richmond state V i r g i n i a  23219 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
-excellent -deteriorated - unaltered X original site 
2 good - ruins 3 altered -moved date n / a  
-fair -unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Clover Mount, one of seve ra l  ea r ly  s tone  houses i n  t h e  c e n t r a l  se; Lion of t h e  Valley 
of Virgin ia ,  is s i t u a t e d  among t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  along Broadhead Creek ' t  t h e  headwaters of 
t h e  South River i n  southern Augusta County. The c u t  limestone construct ' ion i l l u s t r a t e s  t h e  
r i c h  l o c a l  masonry t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  developed i n  t h e  Valley i n  t h e  l a t e  18th  century.  Stone 
jack arches  adorn t h e  window openings and transom-lighted f r o n t  entrance.  The one-story, 
three-bay, frame porch, which now i n t e r r u p t s  t h e  f r o n t  door arch ,  da tes  t o  t h e  mid- t o  
l a t e  19th  century.  

This five-bay dwelling was cons t ructed  i n  two stages--the three-bay rec tangular  block 
t o  t h e  nor th  was b u i l t  f i r s t  and was enlarged soon afterwards by a two-bay l a t e r a l  add i t ion  
on t h e  south gable  end. The measurements i n  t h e  Mutual Assurance Society records of 1803 
revea l  that t h e  add i t ion  had been made by t h i s  da te ,  and t h e  sketch  o f  t h e  house i l l u s t r a t e s  
i t s  unusual form with a s l i g h t  p ro jec t ion  o f f  t h e  w e s t  end. The o r i g i n a l  south gable wal l  
w a s  removed with t h e  enlargement, b u t  t h e  f i r s t - s t o r y  basement sills and t h e  double-rafter  
roof system c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  house was b u i l t  i n  two s tages .  

The f i r s t  s t r u c t u r e ,  measuring 30' by 20' ,  contained a two-room, ha l l -pa r lo r  plan. 
Although t h i s  was a popular p lan  f o r  l o g  houses throughout t h e  19th century, Clover Mount 
is t h e  a r e a ' s  only known surviv ing example i n  s tone  const ruct ion  with a f u l l  two-story 
e levat ion .  Like most two-room plans i n  the  a r e a ,  t h e  main entrance was loca ted  i n  t h e  
cen te r  of  t h e  three-bay facade. A chimney on t h e  north wall  served t h e  l a r g e r  north rooms 
on both l e v e l s ,  while t h e  south rooms remained unheated. The p resen t  p a r t i t i o n  was moved 
severa l  f e e t  t o  t h e  south when t h e  house was enlarged before 1803. 

The s ing le -ce l l ,  double-pile add i t ion  transformed t h e  more t r a d i t i o n a l  design i n t o  a 
v a r i a t i o n  on a new "popular" "I"-house model. This involved c r e a t i n g  a c e n t r a l  passage o u t  
of  t h e  smaller south room and adding t h e  double-pile add i t ion  on t h e  o the r  s i d e  of  t h e  
passage. Several o t h e r  e a r l y  s tone  houses i n  t h i s  a r e a ,  probably b u i l t  about t h e  same 
time a s  t h e  enlargement of Clover Mount, d isp lay  v a r i a t i o n s  of a three-room, central-passage 
plan. The corner f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  two-room add i t ion  were a popular f e a t u r e  i n  these  ea r ly  
double-pile designs.  ' 

Most of t h e  woodwork and t r i m  throughout t h e  house da tes  t o  t h e  period of enlargement 
before 1803. The corner s t a i r c a s e  r e t a i n s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n a l  winder design, f in i shed  w i t h  
t h r e e  turned b a l u s t e r s  pe r  t r ead ,  molded handra i l ,  carved s t a i r  brackets ,  and a square newel 
pos t .  Or ig ina l  mantels a r e  found i n  t h e  north rooms on both f l o o r s  and i n  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  
southeas t  room. The f i r e p l a c e s  i n  t h e  north rooms a r e  enclosed by shouldered a rch i t r aves  
with ovolo p r o f i l e  moldings and a r e  topped with f l u t e d  end blocks and d e n t i l  cornices .  
The f i r s t - f l o o r  southeas t  mantel r evea l s  a more o r i g i n a l  design with t a l l  f l a t  p i l a s t e r s  
pushed o u t  t o  each s i d e  of t h e  simple a r c h i t r a v e  molding and shallow cornice  s h e l f .  A 
German i r o n  s tove  p l a t e  was recen t ly  discovered i n  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  nor th  f i r e p l a c e .  

The o r i g i n a l  c h a i r  r a i l i n g  on both f l o o r s  and t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  h a l l  cornice moldings 
were removed when t h e  rooms were wallpapered, b u t  por t ions  of  t h e  c h a i r  r a i l i n g  remain below 
t h e  windows on t h e  second f l o o r .  Raised six-panel doors enclosed wi th  ovolo a r c h i t r a v e  
molded trim survive  throughout t h e  house. Mid-19th-century Greek Revival-style a l t e r a t i o n s  
include t h e  add i t ion  of a mantel i n  t h e  southwest f i r s t - f l o o r  room, f u l l  wooden cupboards 
e a s t  of  t h e  f i r s t -  and second-floor nor th  f i r e p l a c e s ,  and new door frames and double doors 
f o r  t h e  f i r s t - f l o o r  passage entrances.  

(See Continuation Sheet #1) 














